
Celebrating Navy Women:  
Perseverance & Achievements

Women have profoundly impacted our Navy for more than a century, since being 
allowed to join in 1917. 

To honor those pioneers who have led the way, along with the more than 60,000 women 
who serve today, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Mike Gilday and Mrs. Linda Gilday, 
in coordination with Navy History and Heritage Command, created a display in CNO’s 
residence, Tingey House, as well as this e-book, which is organized into the following 
groupings: WWII era and prior; a selection of women ‘firsts’ in the Navy; and some 
photos of today’s Sailors. 

Where additional information is available, the photos are hyperlinked to 
articles, videos, and oral histories (click the photo to access the files).

While we know this is a small representation of the women who serve today and the 
millions who have served, it is our hope it sparks conversation that honors women who 
wear the cloth of this nation. As a Navy, we celebrate the many accomplishments that 
women have achieved through hard work, grit and determination. 

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy.html


Chief  Yeoman (F) Loretta Perfectus Walsh

After enlisting on March 17, 1917, Chief  Walsh 
became not only the woman to serve in the Navy 

and its first female Chief  Petty Officer, but also the 
first woman to serve in a non-nursing capacity in any 
branch of  the armed forces.  She served as a Yeoman 

(F) in the U.S. Naval Reserve during WWI.

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/world-war-i/people/historical-overview-of-yeomen-f.html


The first enlisted women in the Navy.  Recruited to 
serve for the duration of  WWI in order to free up male 
personnel for duty at sea, nearly 11,000 women were 
in uniform by Armistice Day (November 11, 1918).  

Although they were subsequently discharged following 
the war’s end, they had nonetheless demonstrated 
that women were more than capable of  serving in 

the Navy, paving the way for the establishment of  the 
WAVES in WWII and the integration of  women into 

the regular Navy in 1948. 

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/research/publications/publications-by-subject/patriotic-pioneers.html


Capt. Sue S. Dauser

The fifth Superintendent of  Navy Nurse Corps (1939-
1945), Capt. Dauser became the first female Captain 
in the U.S. Navy’s history in December 1942. It was 
her steady hand that guided the Navy Nurse Corps 

through WWII.

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/browse-by-topic/communities/navy-medicine/nurses-in-the-us-navy-bibliography-and-sources.html


Ens. Kathleen Lux, USNR (W)

After entering the U.S. Naval Reserve on November 
28, 1942, Ens. Lux became the first female officer in 

the Civil Engineer Corps.

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/our-collections/photography/numerical-list-of-images/nara-series/80-g/80-G-40000/80-G-42811.html


Cmdr. Mary Sears

Comissioned in the WAVES in 1943, Cmdr. Sears served as the 
head of  the Navy Hydrographic Office’s new Oceanographic 
Unit where her research proved critical to the survivability of  

submarines. Following the war she was appointed the first  officer-
in-charge of  the newly established Divison of  Oceanography. She 
transferred to the reserves in 1947, and retired as a commander in 
1963. She was a member of  nine scientific and honorary societies 
and was a longtime member of  the Woods Hole Oceanographic 

Instutition (WHO)

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/browse-by-topic/people/namesakes/mary-sears.html


Lt. Susan Ahn Cuddy

In 1942, Lt. Cuddy became the first female Asian-Amer-
ican to serve in the Navy and also its first female gun-
nery officer.  During WWII, she served as an instructor 
in both combat air tactics and the use of  the .50 caliber 
machine gun.  She subsequently worked at U.S. Naval In-
telligence as a code breaker and at the National Security  

Agency during the Cold War.

https://usnhistory.navylive.dodlive.mil/2015/06/26/first-female-asian-officer-speaks-about-her-naval-service/


Capt. Mildred McAfee

The first Director of  the WAVES (1942-1945), Capt. 
McAfee was also the first female commissioned officer 

in the U.S. Naval Reserve.  

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/search.html?q=mcafee


Chief  Yeoman Edna Young

Among the first female enlisted to be sworn into the 
regular Navy on July 7, 1948, Chief  Edna Young was 
both the first African-American enlisted woman in the 

regular Navy and its first female African-American Chief  
Petty Officer.  

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/our-collections/photography/numerical-list-of-images/nhhc-series/nh-series/NH-106000/nh-106756-rear-admiral-george-l--russell--usn--judge-advocate-ge.html


On December 22, 1944, Lt. j.g. Pickens and Ens. Wills 
became the first African-American women to be com-
missioned as officers in the WAVES.  Pickens’ father 
was one of  the founding members of  the NAACP.

Lt. j.g. Harriet Ida Pickens (left) and  
Ens. Frances Wills 

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/first-african-american-female-officers.html


The Twelve Anchors

Navy nurses who were captured by the Japanese 
at the fall of  Manila in 1942.  Initially serving in 
the infirmary at a prison camp in Santo Tomas, 

they voluntarily transferred to the prison camp at 
Los Baños, despite its notoriously poor conditions.  

Liberated from captivity in February 1945, they are 
seen here posing with Adm. Thomas C. Kinkaid of  

Seventh Fleet.

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/browse-by-topic/wars-conflicts-and-operations/world-war-ii/1945/philippines-navy-nurses.html


The WAVES played a critical role in naval aviation 
during WWII, serving as machinists, metalsmiths, and, 

as pictured here, instructors. 

https://usnhistory.navylive.dodlive.mil/2016/07/29/the-first-waves/


On March 2, 1945, these pioneering women 
became the first African-American WAVES to 

enter Hospital Corps School at the National Naval 
Medical Center, Bethesda, Md.

Hospital Apprentices 2nd Class Ruth C. Isaacs,  
Katherine Horton, and Inez Patterson 

https://usnhistory.navylive.dodlive.mil/2014/11/06/navigating-the-waves-in-world-war-ii/


Capt. Joy Bright Hancock

Pictured here at center, Capt. Hancock served as a Yeoman (F) during 
WWI, worked at the Navy Bureau of  Aeronautics during the interwar 

period, and was commissioned as an officer in the WAVES during 
WWII.  As Director of  the WAVES, she was instrumental in crafting 

and securing passage of  the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act 
in 1948, which allowed women to serve as permanent, regular mem-
bers of  the U.S. armed forces.  She subsequently became one of  the 

first female officers sworn into the regular Navy on October 15, 1948.  

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/biographies-list/bios-h/hancock-joy-bright.html


Master Chief  Yeoman Anna Der-Vartanian

The Navy’s first female Master Chief  Petty Officer.  In 
1959, Master Chief  Der-Vartanian became the first 

woman in the U.S. Armed Forces to be promoted to an 
E-9 rank.

https://www.public.navy.mil/surfor/cg53/Pages/Recipient-of-2014-Master-Chief-Anna-Der-Vartanian-Leadership-Award.aspx


Cmdr. Elizabeth Barrett

The highest ranking female naval officer in Vietnam and the first 
to hold command in a combat zone. From January 1972 to March 
1973, Cmdr. Barrett served at Saigon as the Commanding Officer, 

Enlisted Personnel for the U.S. Naval Advisory Group, Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam.

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/our-collections/photography/numerical-list-of-images/nara-series/usn/USN-1150000/usn-1154222-cdr-elizabeth-m--barrett.html


Rear Adm. Fran McKee

Among the first women selected to attend the Naval 
War College in 1969, Rear Adm. McKee subsequently 
became the first woman line officer to attain flag rank 

on June 1, 1976.

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/21st-century.html


Rev. Dianna Pohlman Bell

Upon joining the Navy in 1973, Rev. Bell became 
the Department of  Defense’s first female military 

chaplain.

https://www.defense.gov/observe/photo-gallery/igphoto/2001179411/


The first women assigned to flight instruction at Naval 
Air Station Pensacola in March 1973.  Lt. j.g. Allen 
subsequently became the first woman to receive her 

Wings of  Gold.

Lt. j.g. Barbara Allen, Ens. Jane M. 
Skiles, Lt. j.g. Judith A. Neuffler, and Ens. 

Kathleen L. McNary

https://usnhistory.navylive.dodlive.mil/2013/03/02/march-2-1973-the-first-women-to-begin-pilot-training-for-the-us-navy/


Lt. j.g. Barbara Allen Rainey

Upon earning her wings on February 22, 1974, Lt. j.g. 
Rainey became the first qualified female naval aviator.  
She subsequently became the first female naval aviator 

to qualify as a jet pilot.  Tragically, she died in the 
line of  duty July 13, 1982 while serving as a flight 

instructor for VT-3 at Naval Air Station Whiting Field.  

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/today-in-history/february-22.html


Rear Adm. Grace Murray Hopper

A computer science pioneer, Rear Adm. Hopper oversaw the 
development of  the first compiler and the first programming language 
to use word commands in the 1950s. Recalled to active duty multiple 

times after she reached the mandatory retirement age in 1966, she 
retired as a Rear Admiral at the age of  79, making her one of  the 

oldest active-duty officers to ever serve. 

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/research-guides/modern-biographical-files-ndl/modern-bios-h/hopper-grace-murray-text.html


Lt. j.g. Judith Neuffer

One of  the first six women to qualify as a naval aviator and, as of  
2020, a manager at NASA.  After earning her Wings of  Gold and 

later in her career, then-Capt. Neuffer joined VW-4 (“The Hurricane 
Hunters”) and became the first female naval aviator to fly through the 

eye of  a hurricane.

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy.html


Capt. Rosemary Mariner
Capt. Mariner was not only among the first female aviators to earn her 

wings in 1974, but also one of  the first female Navy jet pilots, flying both 
the Douglas A-4C Skyhawk and the LTV A7E Corsair II.  She also held the 
distinction of  being the first woman to command an operational squadron, 

leading VAQ-34 during Operation Desert Storm.

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/people/trailblazers/rosemary-mariner.html


Hull Technician 3rd Class (DV) Donna Tobias
Hull Technician (DV) Tobias became the first female diver in 1975.  She asked 
her recruiter about becoming a diver when she enlisted in the Navy in March 

1974, and was told “no way, women can’t get in [to dive school].” Undeterred, she 
chose hull technician as her rating because she liked the physical labor and knew 

it would teach her a useful skill to use underwater. While she worked as a shipfitter, 
Tobias undertook the lengthy process of  acquiring a dive school waiver that would 

allow her to circumvent the gender restriction then in place.

https://navalunderseamuseum.org/donna-tobias/?fbclid=IwAR2dIw-HScKGkyWbTOeoFH4SURy1H0r4P6Xn85Aa8l-0UKfhhs7pX5OwYFs


Command Master Chief  Beth Lambert
In 1979, Command Master Chief  Lambert became the first woman to 

be designated an Aviation Structural Mechanic (Structures).  She went on 
to become the first woman to be selected as the U.S. Navy Shore Sailor 
of  the Year in 1988, among the first women to be stationed on board 

an aircraft carrier (USS Dwight D. Eisenhower [CVN-69]) in 1994 and, 
ultimately, the first female Command Master Chief  of  an aircraft carrier 

when she was selected to serve on board the USS Theodore Roosevelt 
(CVN-71) in 2003.

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/women-in-combat.html


U.S. Naval Academy Class of  1980

The first 55 women to ever graduate from the U.S. 
Naval Academy.

https://www.doncio.navy.mil/chips/ArticleDetails.aspx?ID=7542


Lt. Cmdr. Brenda “Raven” Robinson

The first African-American female naval aviator, Lt. 
Cmdr. Robinson earned her Wings of  Gold on June 6, 

1980.

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs/a/america-iii.html


Cmdr. Darlene Iskra

Upon assuming command of  USS Opportune (ARS-
41) on December 27, 1990, Cmdr. Iskra became the 
first female commanding officers of  a U.S. Navy ship.

https://www.history.navy.mil/content/history/nhhc/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/women-in-combat.html


Capt. Wendy Lawrence

A Navy helicopter pilot and NASA astronaut, Capt. 
Lawrence became the first female U.S. Naval  
Academy graduate to go into space in 1995.  

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/making-dreams-come-true.html


Rear Adm. Deborah A. Loewer
Among the first women officers to be selected for shipboard duty, Rear Adm. 

Loewer attended the Surface Warfare Basic Course in 1979, graduating first in 
her class.  She went on to become the first warfare qualified woman to attain flag 
rank in 2003, and served as Director of  the White House Situation Room during 
the events of  September 11, 2001, and the launch of  Operation Iraqi Freedom.  

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy/navy-women-of-courage-and-intelligence.html


Susan Morrisey Livingstone

Having served as Acting Secretary of  the Navy from 
January to February 2003, Secretary Livingstone is the 

first woman to hold this position.

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/research-guides/modern-biographical-files-ndl/modern-bios-l/livingstone-susan-morrisey.html


Fleet Master Chief  (AW/SW) April D. Beldo
A woman of  many firsts, Fleet Master Chief  Beldo became the first female Command 
Master Chief  (CMC) of  Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill. in 2006, the first 
African-American female CMC to be assigned to an aircraft carrier (USS Carl Vinson 

[CVN-70]) in 2009, the first female and first African-American Force Master Chief  
(FORCM) for Naval Education and Training Command in 2012, and the first female 

Manpower, Personnel, Training, and Education (MPT&E) Fleet Master Chief  (FLTCM), 
in 2017.

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/674338/conversation-with-fltcm-april-beldo


Lt. j.g. Amber Cowan (right) and Lt. j.g. Jennifer 
Noonan (center) (USS Maine [SSBN-741], Blue Crew) 
received their gold dolphin pins on December 5, 2012.  
They, along with Lt. j.g. Marquette Leveque (USS Wy-
oming [SSBN-742], Gold Crew) were the first female 
unrestricted line officers to qualify as submarine war-

fare officers.

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/795686/uss-maine


Chief  Culinary Specialist Dominique Saavedra

The first enlisted woman to become a fully-qualified submariner, 
Chief  Culinary Specialist Saavedra earned her qualifications while 
embarked aboard USS Ohio (SSGN-726) and received her silver 
dolphin pin August 2, 2016, just prior to deploying aboard USS 

Michigan (SSGN-727).

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/2763420/milestones-reached-enlisted-women-submarines


Steffanie Easter

Serving as Director, Navy Staff Office of  the Chief  of  
Naval Operations from January 2018 to December 

2019, Mrs. Easter is the first civilian to hold that 
position.

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/1584284/2009-national-women-color-managerial-leadership-award


Kathryn Murphy

The Senior Scientific Technical Manager for Software 
Engineering at the Naval Warfare Information Center 

(NIWC) Atlantic, Ms. Murphy was named the 2019 Women 
in Defense (WID) Palmetto Chapter’s “Female Executive of  

the Year.”

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/317780/niwc-atlantic-leader-named-wid-palmetto-chapters-female-executive-year


Rear Adm. Katherine L. Gregory

The first woman to serve as the XO and CO of  an active 
duty Seabee battalion, Rear Adm. Gregory subsequently 
became the Civil Engineer Corps’ (CEC) first female flag 

officer in 2009 and the first female Chief  of  the CEC from 
2012-2015.

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/1153681/chief-navys-civil-engineering-corps-visits-naval-facilities-engineering-command-washington-recognize-contributions


Adm. Michelle Howard
The first woman promoted to the rank of  four-star admiral and the first 

African-American woman to command a U.S. Navy ship (USS Rushmore 
[LSD-47]), Adm. Howard served as Vice Chief  of  Naval Operations from 

2014 to 2016 and Commander of  both United States Naval Forces Europe – 
Naval Forces Africa and Allied Joint Forces Command Naples (NATO) from 

2016 to 2017.

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/470800/vcno-michelle-howard-talks-about-shipmates


Dr. Kathy Sullivan

A retired member of  the U.S. Naval Reserve, Capt. 
Sullivan holds the distinctions of  being both the first 
woman to walk in space (1984) and the first to dive to 
Challenger Deep in the Marianas Trench, the deepest 

point in the world’s oceans (2020). 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/376354/first-american-woman-walk-space-and-dive-deepest-ocean-lecture-nps-ahead-womens-suffrage


Lt. j.g. Madeline Swegle

Upon earning her Wings of  Gold on July 31, 2020,  
Lt. j.g. Swegle became the Navy’s first-known Black 

female tactical air pilot.

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/display-news/Article/2296877/us-navys-first-black-female-tactical-air-pilot-earns-wings-of-gold-in-texas/
https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/News-Stories/display-news/Article/2296877/us-navys-first-black-female-tactical-air-pilot-earns-wings-of-gold-in-texas/


Lt. Cmdr. Ashley Carline

Lt. Cmdr. Ashley Carline served as the Chief  of  Naval Operation’s 
Flag Aide for two years from September 2018 – October 2020.  She 
is the first Black female to serve as Aide-de-Camp for two different  

Chiefs of  Naval Operation.

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy.html


 Rear Adm. Yvette Davids (left), Capt. Shanti Sethi, 
and Cmdr. Teresa Elders

All three women served on USS Higgins (DDG 76) 
under then-Commanding Officer Cmdr. Mike Gilday. 
Davids served as Executive Officer, Sethi as Combat 

Systems Officer, and Elders as Operations officer.

https://www.navy.mil/Leadership/Biographies/BioDisplay/Article/2236396/rear-admiral-yvette-davids/


Command Master Chief  Dee Allen

Prior to her retirement, Command Master Chief  
Allen was one of  the most senior enlisted women in 

the Navy, serving as Command Master Chief  of  U.S. 
Fleet Cyber Command/U.S. 10th Fleet (FCC/C10F).

https://www.navy.mil/Press-Office/Press-Briefings/display-pressbriefing/Article/2250588/command-master-chief-dee-allen-reflects-on-womens-history-month-women-in-the-mi/


Members of  NAS Oceana squadrons conducted the 
first all-female “Missing Man Formation” during a 
flyover on February 2, 2019 to honor the life and 

memory of  naval aviation pioneer, Capt. Rosemary 
Mariner.  Pictured in the back row (left to right) are 

Lt. Christy Talisse, Lt. Emily Rixey, Lt. Cmdr. Jennifer 
Hesling, Lt. Kelly Harris, Lt. Amanda Lee. Sitting in 
the front row are Lt. Cmdr. Danielle Thiriot, Cmdr. 
Stacy Uttecht, Cmdr. Leslie Mintz, and Lt. Cmdr. 

Paige Blok. 

https://www.dvidshub.net/search/?q=all+female+fly+over+mariner&view=grid
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657432/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657431/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657426/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657426/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657441/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657429/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657442/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657442/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657437/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657439/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/657439/nas-oceana-pilot-interviews


Ens. Christa Robison

A student naval aviator assigned to Training Air Wing 
4, Naval Air Station Corpus Christi, Ens. Robison 

stands in front of  a Beechcraft T-6B Texan II aircraft 
March 4, 2020.

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/6129761/student-naval-aviator-training-air-wing-4


Naval Mobile Construction Battalion 
FOUR

Assigned in late 2011 to Helmand Province, Afghanistan, the first 
all-female Seabee construction team built an operations center,  

gym, and two B-huts a week ahead of  schedule.  

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/509981/nmcb-fours-unique-build-team


Assigned to the “Ghostriders” of  Helicopter Sea 
Combat Squadron (HSC) 28, these women conducted 
MH-60S Seahawk operations aboard the Blue Ridge-
class command and control ship USS Mount Whitney 

(LCC-20).

Aviation Machinist’s Mate 2nd Class Dayna Williams, Avi-
ation Electronics Technician 1st Class Aerial Lucky, Lieu-

tenant Junior Grade Sarah Black and Aviation Electrician’s 
Mate 2nd Class Annie Adams

https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/diversity/women-in-the-navy.html


Machinist Mate 2nd Class Logan English, assigned to 
the USS Harpers Ferry (LSD-49)

Machinist Mate 2nd Class Logan English rests after combatting a fire onboard 
USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD-6) on July 14, 2020.  She, along with Sailors 

from multiple commands and the Federal San Diego Firefighters, engaged in a 
four-day firefighting effort to extinguish the conflagration.

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/2626699/160527-n-vs214-028


Aviation Ordnanceman 3rd Class Jennifer 
Sheneman

Assigned to the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS 
George H.W. Bush (CVN-77), AO3 Sheneman is 

seen here parading the colors at an Old Dominion 
University women’s soccer game in Norfolk, Va., as 

part of  Fleet Week Hampton Roads.

https://www.dvidshub.net/image/4316741/nattc-csadd-light-up-night


Tingey House Display

Let’s continue to write the story of Navy Women. Tag 
#NavyWomenMakingHistory with your own stories of service.

We want to hear from you as well. If you know a woman who is making a differ-
ence in the Navy, send your recommendations to the U.S. Navy CNO social media 

platforms (linked below). This is a small space, but there’s room to grow! 

https://www.history.navy.mil/news-and-events/multimedia-gallery/infographics/history/women-in-naval-history-timeline.html
https://www.facebook.com/501926686622396/videos/637070703875102
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chief-of-naval-operations
https://www.facebook.com/USNavyCNO/videos
https://twitter.com/USNavyCNO
https://www.instagram.com/usnavycno/?hl=en
https://www.history.navy.mil/content/dam/museums/hrnm/Education/Women%20in%20Ships%201978%2020160207.pdf

